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TROOP 88 
EAGLE COURT OF HONOR CEREMONY 

For:       
PERSONNEL REQUIRED: Scoutmaster (presenter) 1 

 Chairman 1 

 Members of the Court 3 

 Eagle Scouts 5 

 Eagle Charge 1 

 Color Guard 3 

 Minister (Chaplain) 1 

 
ARRANGEMENTS: 

A long table with the Troop 88 flag attached to the front and four chairs where the Chairman and his court sit, 

is between the podium and lectern. The Eagle Charge, Minister and Scoutmaster sit behind the podium. The Eagle 

Scouts are seated at random in the audience. The Eagle candidate is seated in the first pew to the left of the podium. 

The Eagle candidate's parents are seated in the first pew(s) to the right of the podium. The Color Guard flag bearers 

are in the rear. The Color Guard leader sits on the aisle in the first pew behind the Eagle candidate's parents. 

 

As the court opens, there is no one in the Court. Scouts, visitors, and parents will be seated in the audience. 

 

Opening: On signal from the Chairman, the Court enters and takes their places (standing) behind the table 

and chairs on stage. The other members of the ceremony stand at their seating positions. 

Presentation of 

Colors: 

When everyone is in position, the Chairman asks all present to rise for the presentation of the 

colors. The Color Guard leader goes to the front of the stage stands at attention and directs flag 

bearers to present the colors. After colors are presented, the color guard leader directs attendees 

to salute and say the pledge of allegiance. The Color Guard and leader return to their starting 

positions. 

Chairman: "The Court of Honor for Troop 88 of the Great Smoky Mountain Council, Boy Scouts of America, is 

now in session." The Chairman asks all present to take their seats. 

Prayer: All stand (optional). Presented by Minister or Chaplain. All sit. 

Chairman: "(Please be seated.) Mr. ________ (Scoutmaster), please introduce the Eagle candidate to the 

Court." 

Scoutmaster: Introduces Eagle candidate.  Eagle candidate stand when his name is mentioned. 
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Chairman: "Please be seated. The awarding of the Eagle rank is an important and serious matter. It is the climax 

and goal for which a scout has been striving for several years. It is the culmination of the efforts of 

the leaders of Troop 88. It is an occasion for pride and joy, and a time for serious contemplation. We 

realize that this is the highest and most coveted rank in all Scouting. It is the last major stop in the 

advancement program. If we have not achieved our purpose in the building of character, in the 

training for leadership, in the practice of service, we probably never will. It is therefore, right and 

proper that this Court has made a careful examination of this candidate.  So that you may understand 

the completeness of our examination, I will ask several members of the Court to explain the various 

inquiries made regarding this applicant." Chairman introduces first court member by name. 

1st Court 
Member: 

"Mr. ______ (Chairman), the first consideration in the examination of the candidate is proficiency in 

the various crafts and skills prescribed for the Eagle rank. This applicant has presented a record of the 

various merit badges earned and these have been carefully checked. The Court has certified each and 

the Court finds that this candidate has fully qualified for the required merit badges for the Eagle 

rank." 

Chairman: Chairman thanks first court member and introduces second court member by name. 

2nd Court 
Member: 

"Mr. _____ (Chairman), another important consideration for the Eagle rank is leadership in the 

Troop, in school and other areas where the candidate may be actively participating. We find the 

applicant has shown his capacity and willingness to exert leadership ability in activities that are 

constructive and worthwhile in this community.  We believe the candidate is qualified to receive the 

rank of Eagle." 

Chairman: Chairman thanks second court member and introduces third court member by name. 

3rd Court 
Member: 

"Mr. ______ (Chairman), last but certainly not least, is a scout's character. From our interviews with 

this candidate's teachers, pastors, parents, neighbors and associates, the Court finds the candidate is 

endeavoring to put into practice in his daily life the principles of the Scout Oath and Laws. We believe 

this candidate will continue those habits after receiving the Rank of Eagle." 

Chairman: "In light of these inquiries, this Court finds this candidate qualified for the Eagle award. However, if 

anyone knows any reason why this Scout should not be awarded the rank of Eagle, let him speak." 

 
Brief pause 

 

Eagle #1: "Gentlemen of the Court, I represent all those Scouts who have received the Eagle Award in the Great 

Smoky Mountain Council. We do not object to the awarding of this badge, but we believe that this 

candidate should understand that the Eagle Rank is a responsibility as well as an honor. We respectfully 

ask that he be informed of the responsibilities of an Eagle Scout before the badge is awarded." 

Chairman: "The Court concurs in your feeling. Please state these responsibilities for each candidate." 

Eagle #2: "The first responsibility of an Eagle Scout is to live with HONOR. An Eagle's honor is sacred.  Honor is 

the foundation of all character. Character is what one really is deep inside, not what someone thinks 

one is. An Eagle will so live that he will reflect credit upon his home, his church, his school, his friends, 

and upon himself. May the white of your badge remind you to live with honor." 

Eagle #3: "The second obligation of an Eagle Scout is LOYALTY. Without loyalty, all character lacks direction. An 

Eagle is loyal to his ideals; "To thine own self be true and it must follow, as the night the day, you cannot 

be false to any man."  Neither pain nor profit, pride nor personal loss, will swerve him in his loyalty. The 

blue in your badge is an emblem of loyalty" 
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Eagle #4: "The third obligation of an Eagle Scout is COURAGE. Courage gives all character force and strength. 

Trusting God and with faith in your fellow man, face each day unafraid and seek your share of the 

world's work to do. Let the Red in your badge remind you always of courage. 

Eagle #5: "The final obligation of an Eagle Scout is SERVICE. Extend a helping hand to those who still toil up the 

Scouting trail you have completed. Just as others have helped you in this achievement of the Eagle 

rank. The habit of the daily "good turn” must take on new meaning, and blossom into a life of service 

He protects and defends the weak and helpless.  He aids and comforts the unfortunate and oppressed.  

He upholds the rights of others while demanding his own.  His code of action is based upon the belief 

that real leadership must be founded upon real service." 

Eagle #1: Gentlemen of the Court, if this candidate is willing - yea eager ... to accept the mantle of responsibility 

as well as the badge, then we most cordially invite him into the ranks of Eagle Scout." 

Chairman: "Eagle candidate (name) are you ready and willing to accept those responsibilities? If so, answer "I 

am."" Eagle candidate answers “I am” 
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Chairman: In recognition of these obligations, I ask you to reaffirm the Scout Oath. Will the candidate please 

stand.  All other scouts please stand, but remain silent while the candidate reaffirms the Scout Oath. 

Candidate: "On my honor, I ... will do my best to do my duty to God and my Country, to obey the scout law, to 

help other people at all times, to keep myself physically strong, mentally awake, and morally 

straight." 

Chairman: 
“
By virtue of the authority vested in this Court by the National Council, Boy Scouts of America, and 

upon recommendation of the various responsible persons, and after thorough investigation of this 

candidate, we hereby award the rank of Eagle Scout to ______________________ (candidate). 

Will the parents of___________ (candidate) and all Scouts of Eagle Rank please come forward and 

form a semicircle behind the candidate. Mr. _____(Scoutmaster), will present the badge on behalf of 

the Court." Scoutmaster: Presents the award and may offer comments 

Chairman: "Please be seated. Mr. _____(Eagle Charge) will present the Eagle Charge at this time." 

 
Eagle Charge 
 
Special Presentations (if any)      
 

Chairman: "The Council will enter your name in the record as Eagle Rank. I declare this Court adjourned.  

 

Will (name) please offer the Benediction.  

 

The audience will stand and remain in place until the Court has retired. We then hope that you will join 

us in a reception in Westminster Hall. Thank you for your participation in our Eagle Court of Honor.   

 

Will the Color Guard please retire the colors." 

 
Colors and Court exit. 


